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PASS WHITE HOUSE 

FOLLOWING IS APPROVED MEMCGN OF VICE PRESIDENT'S MEETING 
WITH LON NOL, U:30-l:03, AUGUST 28, 1970. (FULL LIST OF 
PARTICIPANTS AT END OF TEXT). 

THE VICE PRESIDENT MET WITH LON NOL FOR AN EXPANDED SESS 
LON NOL OPENED THE DISCUSSION OF THE CURRENT SITUATION BY 
REMARKING THAT CAMBODIA HAD BEEN SURPRISED BY THE ATTACK 
SINCE IT HAD BELIEVED IN THE EFFICACY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

HOWEVER, PRESIDENT NIXON AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAD COME T 
CAMBODIA'S AID AND THEY THEREFORE CONTINUED TO FIGHT. LON 
NOL REFERRED TO A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT ENCOURAGING HIM 
TO SPEAK FRANKLY WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT, WHICH HE NOW PROPOSED 
TO DO. 

LON NOL SAID CAMBODIA DESIRED 2 THINGS: 

(1) THE MEANS TO FIGHT HARDER TO DEFEAT THE ENEMY. 

(2) THE ABILITY TO FIGHT BY THEMSELVES AND THEREBY AVOID 
IRRITATIONS THAT CAN ARISE FROM TIME TO TIME AND DAMAGE 
RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES. 

CAMBODIA ESTIMATES ITS FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENTS AT AROUND 
$210 MILLION. IT IS GETTING THE HELP AND ADVICE OF THE IMF AND 
PLANS TO RAISE MORE FUNDS FROM ITS OWN PEOPLE, MILITARY O 




ASSISTANCE IS ALSO A FACTOR IN THAT IT WILL HELP THE GOVERN ME 
RECOVER AREAS CONTAINING RUBBER PLANTATIONS AND WHEN THEY CAN 
BE PUT BACK INTO PRODUCTION THE MEED FOR OUTSIDE ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE WOULD BE REDUCED. 

'THE GOVERNMENT ESTIMATED ITS CURRENT MILITARY NEEDS AT 
approximate*! v * i«i ol.m fji T Of]- THESE REQUIREMENTS WERE OUTLINED 

IN A. DETAILED DOSSIER WHICH LON NOL PRESENTED TO THE VICE 
PRESIDENT (DOSSIER’ BEING HAND CARRIED TO WASHINGTON). 

LON- NOL SAID THAT IN CAMBODIA THE NORTH VIETNAMESE COULD 
MAKE NO PRETENSE OF A CIVIL WAR AS THEY DID IN SOUTH VIET-NAM 
AND LAOS. HE ADDED THAT THE VIET CONG ARE BRINGING SOME OF 
THEIR TROOPS FROM SOUTH VIET-NAM AND LAOS; IF THEY CAN BE 
RAPIDLY DEFEATEDBOTH SOUTH VIET-NAM AND LAOS WILL BENEFIT. 
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LON NOL SAID THAT CAMBODIA HAD TAKEN THE ENEMY’S MEASURE 
AND COKE UP WITH THE FOLLOWING PLANS: 

THE COUNTRY HAD BEEN DIVIDED INTO TWO ZONES BY A LINE 
RUNNING APPROXIMATELY NORTHWEST TO SOUTHEAST, WITH ZONE A 
TO THE SOUTHWEST AND ZONE B TO THE NORTHEAST. ZONE A 
REMAINED THE ECONOMIC BASE OF THE COUNTRY WHILE ZONE B WAS THE 
SITE OF FIGHTING. 

IN PHASE I OF THE STRUGGLE, THE GOVERNMENT HOPES TO KEEP 
THE ENEMY OUT OF THE CITIES AMD INFLICT MAXIMUM CASUALTIES. 

ON THE ADVICE OF THE INDONESIANS, THEY HAD UNDERTAKEN GENERAL 
MOBILIZATION, WHICH IMPLIED PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE AS WELL 
AS MILITARY ACTIONS. . 

WITH RESPECT TO MILITARY FORCES, THE GOVERNMENT IS ALSO 
RECRUITING AMONG ETHNIC VIETNAMESE AND CHINESE.. IT IS USING 
SOUTH VIET- NAM'S TRAINING FACILITIES BUT IS ALSO ORGANIZING 
ITS OWN TRAINING SITES OUTSIDE PHNOM PENH. THE GOVERNMENT 
WAS ORGANIZING THE POPULATION OF 7 MILLION AS .QUICKLY AS 
POSSIBLE. 

LON NOL MENTIONED THAT HE HAD CONSULTED THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE / 
AND OTHER EXPERTS ON PLANS AND TACTICS, BUT HE WISHED ALSO TO 
DETERMINE WHAT IS PECULIAR TO CAMBODIA AND EMPHASIZE THAT 
RATHER THAN SLAVISHLY IMITATE VIET- NAM. 

IN THE SECOND PHASE, THE GOVERNMENT WILL PURSUE PACIFICATION 

ZONE BY ZONE. 

ON THE MILITARY SIDE, THE FOLLOWING WEAPONS, EQUIPMENT AND 
OTHER ASSISTANCE WOULD BE REQUIRED: 

1. EQUIPMENT FOR RECONNAISSANCE- ARMORED PERSONNEL 
CARRIERS AND HELICOPTERS TO PROVIDE MOBILITY. 

2. PILOT TRAINING IN THE US. 

3. RIVER PATROL CRAFT AND REPAIR FACILITIES. 

LON NOL SAID THAT THE PRIME NECESSITY FOR MOBILITY WAS TO 
MENACE THE ENEMY IN THE NORTH, PARTICULARLY NEAR LAOS. HE 
MENTIONED THAT PRINCE BOUM OUM OF LAOS HAD ASKED HIM TO 
INTERCEDE WITH THE U. S. TO GET .ASSISTANCE FOR SOUTHERN LAOS. 

THE LAO WOULD ACCEPT CAMBODIAN TROOPS THERE SINCE THEY HAVE 
SCANT MANPOWER OF THEIR OWN. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT COMMENDED LON NOL ON HIS PRESENTATION 
OF THE MILITARY SITUATION AND CAMBODIA’S REQUIREMENTS FOR 
ASSISTANCE. HE SAID THAT THIS BRIEFING, TOGETHER WITH 
THE WRITTEN MATERIALS WHICH HAD BEEN PRESENTED, WOULD GREATLY 
HELP US TO UNDERSTAND WHAT WAS NEEDED AND PLAN ACCORDINGLY. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT THEN SAID THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS 
THE SITUATION IN. THE UNITED STATES FROM A POLITICAL POINT 
OF VIEW, WITH SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO ITS EFFECT ON ASIA. HE 
TOINTED OUT THAT "THE NIXON DOCTRINE CONSTITUTED A CHANGE IN /£--**■ 
FOREIGN POLICY IN THAT IT EMPHASIZED THE UTILIZATION OF U.S/ 0 
RESOURCES TO ASSIST ASIAN NATIONS THREATENED BY COMMUNIST I ^ 
INSURGENCY AND ENCOURAGE ASIAN REGIONAL COOPERATION. 
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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN A *-0NG STRUGGLE 
th Iootst VTET-NAH. THE LENGTH OF THIS STRUGGLE, AND THE 
UNUSUAL NATURE OF THE VIET- NAM WAR, HAVE SERIOUSLY TRIED PUBLIC 
OPINION. MANY INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE ARE ^SYMPATHETIC TO CON- 
TTMiitrn tmuoi VEMENT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, BUT THIS IS NOi 
Tam? hf THF MIXON ADM I MI SIR AT ION* THE COMPOSITION OF CONGRESS 
WITH RESPECT TO THESE ISSUES IS CURRENTLY SOMEWHAT PERILOUS. 

EVEN BEFORE OUT CAMBODIAN OPERATION, INFLUENTIAL PERSONS 
Sn„Rrin DISENGAGEMENT. DESPITE THESE DOMESTIC RISKS, THE_ 
PRESIDENT HAD DECIDED THAT IT WAS IMPERATIVE THAI Wt. uo i«tu 

THE CAMBODIAN SANCTUARIES, AND TH i S n A ^ tr J] Il ^f , | E S n A r «M2 R Q L 
THF UNITED STATES. THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN ABLE TO CONTROL 
PUBLIC OPINION BY BRINGING THE US TROOPS OUT OF CAMBODIA ON 

SCH THE L VICE PRESIDENT INDICATED THAT HE WAS PROVIDING THIS 
INFORMATION TO LON .NOL TO INDICATE THE DIFFICULTIES WE FACE 
AND THE CAUTIOUS COURSE WE MUST PURSUE SO ELEMENTS IN 
AMERICAN SOCIETY WILL NOT BE MISLED INTO BELIEVING THAT WE 
6RF FNTERING A NEW WAR. THE ADMINISTRATION'S 

EXPLANATION HAD BEEN THAT OUR INVOLVEMENT IN VIET- NAM REQUIRED 
THAT WE PROTECT OUR FORCES FROM ATTACK EMANATING FROM 

PRI THE E VICE S PRESIDENT S INDICATED THAT OUR ACTIONS WERE NOT AN 
ATTEMPT TO BACK AVJAY FROM OUR INTEREST* AMD INDEED HE HAD 
SAID AS MUCH PUBLICLY ONE WEEK BEFORE. MOREOVER, THE PRESIDENT 
HAS DECIDED TO APPOINT AN AMBASSADOR TO PHNOM PENH TO INDICAit 
om CONT INUING INTEREST IN ASSISTING IN THE DEFENSE OF CAMBODIA. 
DURING THIS DIFFICULT PERIOD, THE PRESIDENT ALSO WILL CONTINUE 
TO WELCOME DIRECT COMMUNICATIONS FROM LON NOL. IN ADDITION, 

THE PRESIDENT IS CONTEMPLATING SENDING LETTERS TO VARIOUS 
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from Gerald R. Ford Library 
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PASS WHITE HOUSE 

HEADS OF GOVERNMENT TO ENLIST THEIR MILITARY AND ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE FOR CAMBODIA. - ' 

FOR OUR PART, WE HAVE EARMARKED SOME $40 MILLION FOR 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA . THE PRESIDENT IS TAKING OTHER 
STEPS WHICH WILL BECOME EVIDENT AS TIME PASSES. 

BECAUSE OF THE DOMESTIC POLITICAL SITUATION DESCRIBED ABOVE, 
THE ADMINISTRATION, WHEN DIRECTLY PRESSED BY THE MEDIA, MUST 
STATE THAT WE HAVE NO COMMITMENT TO CAMBODIA, THOUGH WE DO 
MAINTAIN A STRONG INTEREST. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT THEN REFERRED AGAIN TO LON NOL’S PRESENTA- 
TION INDICATING HOW DEEPLY IMPRESSED HE WAS BY THE, 

SPEED WITH WHICH CAMBODIA HAD ORGANIZED ITS DEFENSE EFFORT 
AND THE ESSENTIAL REASONABLENESS OF THE GOC *S ASSESSMENT OF 
ITS NEEDS. THE VICE PRESIDENT INDICATED HE COULD REPORT IN 
GOOD CONSCIENCE THAT THE GOC IS MOVING AHEAD EFFECTIVELY. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT ALSO INDICATED THAT AT OTHER STOPS 
• DURING HIS TRIP, HE HAD EMPHASIZED THAT THE CAMBODIAN PROBLEM 
IS ACUTE AND THAT THE UNITED STATES MUST GIVE AID IN SUCH 
CRITICAL AREAS, RATHER THAN TO THOSE NOT DIRECTLY THREATENED. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT SAID THE UNITED STATES BELIEVES IT IS IMPORTANT 
FOR CAMBODIA TO CONVINCE THE WORLD OF ITS NON-ALIGNMENT. 

PUBLIC OPINION SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO RECOGNIZE THAT CAMBODIA 
IS CLEARLY A NEUTRAL NATION SEEKING ONLY TO PROTECT ITSELF. 

THIS IS A POINT WHICH MUST BE GOTTEN ACROSS TO THE U.S. PRESS, 

SOME OF WHOM HAD IGNORED THE VIET CONG SANCTUARIES FOR 5 YEARS 
BUT LABELED US INVADERS WHEN WE WENT IN. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT CONCLUDED BY EMPHASIZING THAT OUR ABILITY 
TO CONTINUE ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA IS VERY MUCH DEPENDENT ON 
UNITED. STATES PUBLIC OPINION. THIS OPINION IS VERY RESPONSIVE 
TO EFFICIENT USE OF OUR AID, AND IN THIS RESPECT THE GOC'S 
PLANS WOULD BE HELPFUL IN DEMONSTRATING THAT WE ARE GIVING /*. 

AID TO A COUNTRY WHICH HAS A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF ITS 4 " 

PROBLEMS AND IS ACTING EFFICIENTLY TO SOLVE THEM. 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT ACCOMPANIED BY DUNN THEN RETIRED WITH LON NOL 
AND SIR IK MATAK TO A SMALL ANTE CHAMBER WHERE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
DECISION TO MAKE AVAILABLE CERTAIN HELICOPTER ASSETS TO THE 
CAMBODIANS WAS CONVEYED. LON NOL AGAIN EXPRESSED HIS GRATITUDE 
FOR THIS AND OTHER AID. 

LUNCH FOLLOWED. 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS: 

* 

* 

AMERICANS *•'.■■■ 

THE vICfc. PRESIDENT 
LLOYD M. RIVES 

ARTHUR SOHMER , 

BRIGADIER GENERAL DUNN 

ROBERT DUEMLIHG • 

ROBERT HOUDEK 

ROBERT BLACKBURN , JR. 

CAMBODIANS 

LT. GENERAL LON NOL 

MAJOR GENERAL SIR IK MATAK 

FOREIGN MINISTER WICK 

MINISTER OF INTERIOR OP KIM ANG 

MINISTER OF FINANCE TIM NGUON 

MINISTER OF INFORMATION KEUK KYLIM 

CHIEF OF STAFF FAHK GENERAL 5REY SAMAN 

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF FANK GENERAL SAT SUTSAKHAH 

GENERAL U SAY, ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, LOGISTICS 

GENERAL THAPPANA NGINH, ENGINEER AND IN CHARGE OF FANK - - 

TRAINING 

GENERAL PEO LIM VAR, IN CHARGE GENERAL MOBILIZATION 
GENERAL POK SAM AN, ENXTERAL MILITARY LIAISON 
COLONEL MAO SUM KHEM, FANK G-4 

COLONEL NOU THO, J-3 ' 
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